\ City of Kalispell 205575

Post Office Box 1997 — Kalispell, Montana 59903-1997 - Telephone (406)758-7700 [Fax{406)758-7758

Surface Transportation Board Ej
Office of the Secretary |
Case Control Unit Zv}/
1925 K Street, NW )
Washington, DC 20423 - &
T '
Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 dSub-No. 392X)

Gentlemen: |

As Mayor of Kalispell, I am extremely pleased to learn there were no protests to the March 21,
2002 Federal Register regarding the notice of exemption from the Burlington Northern Santa Fe
Railway Company for the rail line from Kalispell to Ball’s Ciossing south of Kalispell. The line
is of much greater importance as part of the route of the long-planned-US{93 Kalispell Truck
Bypass.

In my capacity as mayor and an eight-year term on City Council, I have had many opportunities
to hear the concern of citizens and the downtown business/property:owners regarding the issue of
traffic congestion on our Main Street (US 93) and how detrimental the truck traffic is to our local
businesses. . With the rapid growth that the Flathead Valley has experienced, it is literally
bumper to bumper ‘during rush hour periods from the Bigfork cutoff north to Whlteﬁsh through
all four seasons now. ‘

The City of Kalispell strongly supports the request by the Montana Department of Transportation
(MDT) for a public use condition that will provide the time necessary for MDT and BNSF to
negotiate the purchase of the right-of-way for use as part of the bypass. ‘

Thark you for the opportumty to comment, and I look forward to followmg the pro gress of this
lmportant process . ; . S
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!
RESOLUTION NO. 4665 ‘3

. i
A RESOLUTION TO DECLARE THE SUPPORT OF THE KALISPELL CITY COUNCIL
FOR CONSTRUCTION OF THE HIGHWAY 93 TRANSPORTATION BYPASS AROUND THE

CITY OF KALISPELL AS OUTLINED IN THE OCTOBER 1993 KALISPELL BYPASS
FEASIBILITY STUDY. : ‘

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

- WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

|
\
residential development continues to grow in he‘outlylng

areas of Kalispell with an increasing distance between

locations of residences and the locations f\]ObS and

commerce; resulting in increasing trave time and
distance; and

overall traffic volumes. in Kalispell have = grown
considerably over the last 20 years; and !
: |
Idaho .Street and Main Street traffic volumes exceed
21,000 vehicles per day, resulting in conge te# traffic
conditions throughout the day; and 7 |

\

traffic increases are projected to continue! on U.S.
Highway 93. Increasing traffic congestion on Main Street
through the downtown area will continue té impede
business activity, essential business travel dfpersonal
travel both by automobile and for pede trlans and
bicyclists; and
|

it is the goal of the Council to promote the safe and
efficient passage of motor vehicle traffic through the
City of Kalispell as well as to maintain a| viable and
vibrant business ' and commercial district |along Main
Street in downtown Kalispell, the soundness of which is
disadvantaged by the bisection of the dlstrlct by four
lanes of congested traffic; and

in October 1993 the City of Kalispell conduc edla Bypdss

. Feasibility Study in which it recomméended utilﬁzing the

railroad corridor from US 93 south to US 2, north of US
2 crossing through the Two Mile and Three Mile Drives
area to Stillwater Road, then north along Sti lwater Road
to either Reserve Drive or a potential ne al;gnment
along the power transmission lines to US 93; and

\



WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

NOW, THERE
KALISPELL,

SECTI(

SECTI
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THE CITY O

Attest:

/7

|
|
|
i
|
|

the City Council of the City of Kalispell conélders it
advisable that they make a formal declaration of support
for the construction of a transportation bypass as
recommended in its 1993 Feasibility Study; and}

\
the City Council of the City of Kalispell | would like
state and federal transportation agencies to éerlously
consider constructing the bypass in two phases. Phase I
would be the construction of the bypass from Soﬁth Us 93
north to US 2, and Phase II would construct. north from US

2 and connect to US 93 using Reserve Drive. 1

FORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
AS FOLLOWS:

ON I. That the City Council of the City of ﬁalispell
hereby declares its support for the
development and construction of the Highway 93
Bypass around downtown Kallspell as
recommended by the October 1993 Fea51b111ty
Study and emphatically calls for the

|
commencement and progression of this Iproject.
1

ON II. The City Manager is authorized and directed to
communicate this resolution to the Montana
Department of Transportation, the- County of
Flathead and to the various representatlves in
the Montana State Legislature. i

|

APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL AND SIGNED BY THE?MAYOR OF

F KALISPELL, THIS 15TH DAY OF OCTOBER, 2001.

Wm.E Bohorski .

Wm. E. Boharski ?
Mayor |

e

Theresa White

City Clerk
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